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Events This Quarter:

2020			 

APRIL
Tuesday, April 7th | 6:15PM
Public Hearing on Zoning Ordi-
nance Amendment
Paxtang Borough Gym

Tuesday, April 7th | 7:00PM
Workshop Meeting
Paxtang Borough Gym
 

Tuesday, April 27th | 7:00PM
Council Meeting
Paxtang Borough Chambers

MAY
Tuesday, May 5th | 7:00PM
Workshop Meeting
Paxtang Borough Chambers
 
Tuesday, May 19th | 7:00PM
Council Meeting
Paxtang Borough Chambers

Paxtang Borough continues to closely monitor 
the current outbreak of Covid-19, the novel coro-
navirus. On March 16th, Mayor Sheilah Borne 
Fuller declared a disaster emergency for Paxtang. 
The Borough office remains open but closed to 
the public, if anyone needs to contact the office, 
please do so by phone. 

The playgrounds and pavilion have been tempo-
rary closed but the parks themselves remain open 
to the public; this is to help limit the spread of the 

virus, especially on surfaces such as the play-
ground equipment.

The response to the virus is constantly evolving. 
As of the print deadline, everything in this edition 
of the Paxtang Post is current. However, due to 
the response of the virus constantly changing day 
to day or even by the hour, residents are encour-
aged to follow the Borough’s website and Face-
book pages as well as the news in general. 

Below you’ll find some government agencies that 
can help provide you with the resources and infor-
mation you need during this outbreak. We hope 
all residents remain safe during these unique and 
difficult times.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE

Paxtang Borough
www.paxtang.org
Facebook.com/Paxtang
717-564-4770

PA Department of Health 
health.pa.gov

PA Department of Revenue
revenue.pa.gov

PA Office of Unemployment 
Compensation
uc.pa.gov
717-214-5463

Centers for Disease Control
cdc.gov/coronavirus

2020 Census 
2020census.gov

Swatara Township Police
Emergency: 911
Non Emergency: (717) 564-2550

Dauphin County Bureau of 
Elections and Voter 
Registration 
www.DauphinCounty.org/vote 
717-780-6360

Monday, May 25th | 12:00PM
Memorial Day Picnic
Saussaman Park

JUNE
Tuesday, June 2nd | 7:00PM
Workshop Meeting
Paxtang Borough Chambers

Tuesday, June 16th | 7:00PM
Council Meeting
Paxtang Borough Chambers
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NEWS FROM YOUR TAX COLLECTOR

F. Joseph Spackman
3408 Rutherford Street
717.561.9839
jspack01@verizon.net (Best way to contact)
 
Office Hours
Second and Last Wednesday 3:00 PM. to 
6:00 PM. (closed on holidays) and by  
appointment. 
 
Note
Taxes may be dropped off / placed in a 
Locked Box located outside the tax collector’s 
office door, at any time.
 

FEDERAL & STATE INCOME 
TAX DELAY

The Department of 
Revenue announced the 
deadline for taxpayers 
to file their 2019 
Pennsylvania personal 
income tax returns is 
extended to July 15, 
2020. 

This means taxpayers 
will have an additional 90 days to file from the 
original deadline of April 15. The Internal Revenue 
Service also extended the federal filing deadline 
to July 15, 2020.

It is important to note, that this extension 
currently does not apply to local income 
tax returns or property taxes. Everyone is 
encouraged to check with your tax preparer for 
updates and details relating to their payment of 
taxes.

NEWS FROM PAXTANG FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

Help Wanted
Do you have some free 
time? Do you want to give 
back to your community? 
If you answered YES to 
either question, come 
visit the Paxtang Fire De-
partment at 3423 Derry Street. We have position’s 
for everyone. Call the firehouse at 717-564-0520 
if no answer leave a message and someone will 
return your call or stop by the station on Wednes-
day nights at 6:30 PM and talk with members and 
pick up an application.

Save The Date: Saturday September 26, 2020. 
12 Noon till 6PM. For the Paxtang Fire Company 
20th Annual Crabfest/Pig Roast.
See all the details coming in the July-September 
issue of the Paxtang Post.

Property tax/rent rebate program?
A PA Dept. of Revenue program providing rebates 
on property tax or rent paid the previous year by 
income-eligible seniors and people with disabil-
ities. Apply by submitting PA Dept. of Revenue 
form PA-1000

Eligibility & Benefits
The program benefits income-eligible Pennsylva-
nians age 65 and older; widows and widowers age 
50 and older; and people with disabilities age 18 
and older. Max income threshold is $35,000 and 
rebates are up to $650.

Application deadline: extended to Dec. 31, 2020

For additional information, please contact the 
Pennsylvania Department of Revenue.

Information on PAA spring events was not available 
as of the time of publication. Please visit the Art 
Association website at: www.paxtangart.com or call 
Nick Feher (717) 545-7336 or Jane McCutcheon 
(717) 652-264 for more information on class times 
and offerings.
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Life is just better when we live amongst the trees.... 
National Arbor Day Association

Everyone is welcome at the Paxtang Shade Tree 
Commission (STC) meeting on Wednesday, February 
22 at 7PM at the Borough Building.  On the agenda 
will be approval of trees to be planted in April and 
planning for Arbor Day, Friday, April 28 at Paxtang 
Elementary School.  Also there will be discussion 
of some trees needing removal, plans for annual 
inspection, and pruning of borough trees.

Paxtang received a Trees for Tomorrow grant of 
$5,000 from the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay to 

Paxtang Leaves
Notes from the       Shade Tree Commission

help with preventive maintenance of shade trees, 
and the Borough will be recognized as a Tree City for 
the 29th year in 2017!  
People who want to honor family or friends while 
helping support the tree program can arrange to 
plant an Honors Tree or Adopt (an already present) 
tree in the Borough. 
Additional STC meetings will be held June 28, August 
23 and November 15.

For information regarding Honors Trees, Adopt-
a-tree, or other shade tree issues, please contact 
Darlene Kvaternik at 564-8177 or the Borough 
Secretary at 564-4770.

Help Wanted! 
Fire Department Seeks Volunteers
The Paxtang Fire Company is always looking for 
volunteers interested in serving their community. 
Please contact the Borough Office if you wish to 
help. Besides volunteering as a firefighter, there 
are always plenty 
of opportunities 
to help.  If you 
are interested or 
would like more 
information, call 
us 717-564-0520 
or just stop by the 
firehouse! We can find something for you to do!

AARP Tax Help for Older Adults
Tuesdays, February 7 through April 11 at 12:30 pm
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers will provide 
tax preparation services for low- to middle-income 
taxpayers of all ages, especially those 60 and older. Tax-
Aide volunteers are IRS trained and certified, and will 
prepare and e-file federal, state, and local income taxes. 
All services are provided free of charge. Patrons must 
call Holly Etzweiler at 717-836-2130 to register for the 
program.  
NEW! At The Library: TUMBLEBOOKS
TumbleBooks is an online library of animated talking 
books that is fun to use and helps children learn to read.  
With TumbleBooks you can choose to view and hear an 
assortment of old favorites, classic tales, and bestselling 
children’s books. It’s free.  Use your Dauphin County 
Library System card and personal Identification number 
(PIN) to access TumbleBooks. Visit dcls.org to learn more!

Programming Highlights for Kline Library:

PAXTANG ART 
ASSOCIATION 
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BOROUGH OFFICIALS 
CONTACTS
  
MAYOR 
Sheilah Borne Fuller (717) 558-5926

COUNCIL
Kathy Bloss (717) 564-7605 
Chris Spackman (717) 379-2530
Jack Thomas (717) 558-0063
David Gui (717) 576-3141
Tom Wingert (717) 307-1174
Josh Eisner (717) 579-8691
Angel Gonzalez (717) 831-8696 

SWATARA POLICE CHIEF
Darrell Reider (717) 564-2550

MANAGER/RIGHT TO KNOW OFFICER 
  Keldeen Stambaugh (717) 564-4770

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Faye Clark (717) 564-4770

Answers to many common questions may be found 
by visiting the Borough’s website at Paxtang.org

BOROUGH SEEKS 
SEASONAL WORKER 

The Borough of Paxtang is seeking applica-
tions for a Part Time position with the Public 
Works Department as a seasonal Parks Main-
tenance Worker.  Responsibilities will include 
mowing, trimming and general cleaning and 
property maintenance of Borough owned 
parks and facilities.  The  candidate must 
be able to safely operate commercial grade 
mowing/landscaping equipment.   Please 
watch the Borough Website or contact the 
borough office, for additional details  and 
application forms starting April 24, 2020. 

MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC

Mark your calendars for the annual 
Memorial Day Picnic at Saussaman Park 
(upper field off Paxtang Avenue) on 
Monday, May 25 at Noon. 

A ceremony in honor of those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our 
country begins the event followed by 
free food, bingo, fire truck rides and 
other activities. Don’t miss out on this 
great event.

As we approach the date, please watch 
the website and Facebook, or call the 
office to confirm the plans have not 
changed due to the Coronavirus

STORMWATER AUTHORITY

The Borough is in the preliminary stages 
of looking into establishing a stormwater 
authority. The stormwater authority 
would be established for the operation, 
maintenance and management of the 
stormwater authority. 

The authority would be granted the 
powers to levy a stormwater fee on all 
properties located within the borough 
for those purposes including maintaining 
and installing stormwater infrastructure, 
education, including best ways to protect 
stormwater quality and stop pollution, 
and for the protection of the environment 
including regulatory compliance to reduce 
the amount of stormwater runoff.
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VOTE BY MAIL

Dauphin County Commissioners 
Encourage Residents to Vote by Mail

In a press release on March 20th, the Dauphin 
County Commissioners released the following 
statement: casting a mail-in ballot for the April 
28 primary is urged for residents concerned 
about COVID-19, especially for the elderly 
or those with respiratory or immune system 
issues.

Anyone can vote using a mail-in ballot instead 
of going to the polls – no excuse or reason is 
needed.

“Due to the concern that public gatherings 
can help spread the coronavirus, we want 
residents to know how to apply for mail-in 
ballots,’’ said Commissioners Jeff Haste, Mike 
Pries and George P. Hartwick, III. “Voting by 
mail is a safe and secure alternative.’’

To vote by mail:

•	 Visit www.DauphinCounty.org/vote 
for a link to download a mail-in ballot 
application or go to www.VotesPA.com/
ApplyMailBallot to apply online.

•	 To apply online, you must enter a valid PA 
Driver’s License or PennDOT ID number.

•	 Voters without proper ID need to 
download the application and use the last 
four digits of their Social Security number.

•	 Mail applications to: Dauphin County 
Bureau of Elections and Voter Registration, 
P.O. Box 1295, Harrisburg, PA 17108-1295.

•	 Applications can also be dropped off in 

a locked box outside the entrance of 
the Dauphin County Administration 
Building, 2 South 2nd St, Harrisburg, 
PA 17101.

•	 Important deadlines to use mail-in 
ballots for the April 28 primary:

•	 5 p.m. Tuesday, April 21: Deadline to 
get completed mail-in ballot application 
to the county election office.

•	 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 28: Deadline to 
return voted mail-in or absentee ballot.

 
As of March 20th, the office has 
processed more than 3,000 applications 
for absentee or mail-in ballots. If any 
of these individuals, especially college 
students, have changed their address, 
please contact the office at 717-780-
6360 or election@dauphinc.org. Please 
include name, date of birth, driver’s 
license number, previous address and new 
address.

Also, the new voting system training 
sessions that were to be held throughout 
the county in March and April have been 
postponed until further notice.
For more information, visit www.
DauphinCounty.org/Votes

As of printing, the 2020 General Primary 
election will take place on Tuesday, April 
28th. Polls will be open from 7:00AM to 
8:00PM at the Paxtang Municipal Building. 
Currently there is a proposal to push back 
the primary date to June 2nd. Be sure to 
follow the news to see if this occurs.

Reminder to Rental Unit Owners/Management Companies 
If you own or manage a rental property with one or more residential units, you must submit the names of the 
tenants within 30 days of any change.  If you are unsure if you have submitted the current tenant names for your 
rental property, you may find the “Status of Occupancy Report” form on our website at www.paxtang.org/services.  
You may submit it by email or mail to the office, to ensure we have updated information.  This is most important 
for verifications of addresses, important notifications to residents for a variety of issues in the immediate area, and 
especially in an emergency situation. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Paxtang Historical
Society Events
PHS events are open to members 
and non-members. We hope to 
see you at one of our upcoming 
events: 

DECEMBER OUTING: 
The Paxtang Historical Society 
will once again sponsor a special 
December outing to a local historical 
site. Details about the trip will be 
available on the PHS website at 
paxtanghistoricalsociety.org. 

If you would like to join PHS, 
Membership fees are as follows: 
Individual (Annual) $5.00, Family 
(Annual) $10.00, Lifetime Member 
$50.00.  

A limited number of Paxtang 
Commemorative Books are still 
available. This project has been 
a true labor of love, and tells the 
stories of Paxtang’s first 100 years 
in both photos and stories drawn 
from oral histories of Paxtang 
Residents.  We also still have 
several Paxtang Centennial items 
including yard flags, t-shirts, bags, 
and even Christmas ornaments 
available. See any PHS member 
to place an order. Stay tuned for 
the second volume of Paxtang 
Memories coming soon!

Winter Storm Deicing:
Impacting our Waterways
Max Shradley - Borough Engineer

Salt and sand are two traditional 

materials used in winter maintenance 

to combat snow and ice. 

Impacts of Salt and Sand

Many people do not realize that salt 

and sand have hidden impacts that can 

detract from their overall effectiveness. 

Even when applied in relatively small 

quantities, salt can:

Deplete the oxygen supply needed • 
by aquatic animals and plants

Leach into the ground and change • 
the soil composition

Leach into the groundwater, • 
contaminating sources of drinking 

water

Deteriorate paved surfaces, • 
buildings, infrastructures, and the 

environment

Similarly, sand can:

Bury the aquatic floor life, fill in • 
habitats, and cloud the water

Erode the stream banks and • 
landscapes

Cause premature deterioration of • 
floor surfaces

Lose its effectiveness after • 
becoming embedded in snow and 

ice

Enter catch basins, storm drains, • 
and surface waters if it is not 

swept up each spring

Contribute to plugged storm • 
drains, which can cause flooding

More environmentally friendly 

alternatives to sodium chloride are 

acetates, potassium chloride, or 

magnesium chloride,.

(Source: University of Michigan)

Shirley Grunden - PHS President

TOSS IT?
~ or ~

TASTE IT?
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WHEN DOES NOT 
WASTING FOOD 
SACRIFICE SAFETY
I read this article a while back and found 

it helpful in making food safety decisions 

at home. 

Mold spots in cheese:  If a little mold • 
is on a hard cheese, just cut the moldy 

part off and eat it.   If it is on soft 

cheese, toss it.  

Condiments left in the refrigerator • 
during a power outage:  Ketchup, 

mustard, vinegar-based salad 

dressing, and similar items are very 

stable.  They may be eaten.

Open jars of pickles and olives, age • 
unknown:  if mold is seen, toss it out.

Canned foods past their “best buy” • 
dates:  These dates refer to quality, 

not safety.  Canned foods are usually 

safe for years, as long as they have 

not been exposed to extreme 

temperatures or other hazards.

Dented cans:  If there is even a small • 
puncture in the can, bacteria can enter 

the can and contaminate the product.  

Probably best to throw it out.

Sliced deli meats, several days old:  • 
After 2 to 3 days, it is best to throw 

them out.

Frozen meat, age unknown:  If it has • 

never been thawed, bacteria have no 

choice to grow.  However, the quality 

may not be very good.

I hope that this will help keep you from 

getting ill from these food items.  Please 

be careful!

Progress Report:
Bay Health Rates a “C”
Max Shradley - Borough Engineer
Scientists at the University of 

Maryland Center for Environmental 

Science (UMCES) have measured an 

improvement in Chesapeake Bay 

health, giving the estuary a “C” in its 

latest Chesapeake Bay Report Card.

Up from a “D+” in 2011, the Bay 

Health Index of 47 percent takes into 

account seven indicators of Bay health, 

including water clarity and dissolved 

oxygen; the amount of algae, nitrogen 

and phosphorous in the water; the 

abundance of underwater grasses; and 

the health of the benthic or bottom-

dwelling community. While underwater 

grasses continued to decline, the rest 

of the indicators improved in 2012. 

Storm water runoff from Paxtang homes, 

yards, and streets directly contributes to 

the long term health of the Chesapeake 

Bay.  Together we can maintain the 

momentum of improvement in this 

vital natural resource. 

What can you do to reduce runoff and 

pollution?

Test Your Soil: Test your soil to 

determine how much fertilizer your 

lawn needs (if any at all) and the best 

time to apply it. 

Reduce Polluted Runoff: Make sure your 

home’s downspouts drain onto grass or 

gravel rather than paved driveways or 

sidewalks.

Plant Trees and Shrubs: Plant more 

trees and shrubs in your yard to reduce 

erosion, capture runoff and provide 

habitat for wildlife. 

Use Safer Pesticides: Use weed and 

insect-control products that contain 

plant-derived, non-toxic ingredients.

Suzanne Yeager, RN  - Local Health Officer

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:

Graphic Design | Posters & Banners | Business Cards 

Blueprints | Wedding Invitations | Envelopes | Stamps

4790 Derry Street
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717.564.4143
www.getitnowprint.com

send orders to:
getitnow@getitnowprint.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:
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The	Swatara	Township	Police	Department	hosts	monthly	“Coffee	with	a	Cop”	to	provide	community	members		
an	opportunity	to	sit	down	with	the	Director	of	Public	Safety,	Darrell	Reider,	along	with	other	police	officers	from	
the department, to talk about problems or issues that come up throughout Swatara Township or the Borough of 
Paxtang. Residents of Swatara Township and Paxtang Borough are encouraged to attend as often as possible 
to stay informed about public safety and events. 

Greenbelt 
Mural

UPCOMING EVENTS:
•	 October 17 | 9:00 A.M.  

City Line Diner in Paxtang 

•	 November 14 | 9:00 A.M.  
The Promenade Family Restaurant 

For future dates, times and locations please refer to the 
Swatara Township Police Department Facebook page. 

Sitting	in	traffic	on	South	Paxtang	
Avenue is actually pleasant when you 
have art. 

Paxtang Borough was fortunate to be 
selected as a location for the 2019 
Mural Fest presented by Sprocket 
Mural Works.  The underpass between 
Derry Street and Paxton Street, part of 
the Capital Area Greenbelt, has been 
transformed with a mural featuring native 
flowers	and	plants	located	directly	on	
the Greenbelt.

Artist Nathaniel, a nationally known artist 
and muralist from Washington State, was 
one of 14 artists selected from among 
hundreds of artists who submitted their 
applications for consideration. This 
mural is sponsored by LCSWMA, who 
were	also	mural	sponsors	for	the	first	
HBG mural festive.

A committee of Paxtang residents, Lynn 
Kipp, Frank Tittinger, Bonnie Snodgrass 
and Joe Spackman  partnered with State 
Representative Patty Kim to “Share Our 
Wall”	and	to	secure	a	donor.

1. Paxtang Councilman Jack Thomas, Paxtang Councilwoman Bonnie Pugliese, Mural Committee member 
Lynn Kipp,  State Representative Patty Kim, Mural Committee member Frank Tittinger, Lynne Morrison 
from LCSWMA, and artist Nathaniel pose in front of the completed mural. 

2. Lynne Morrison from LCSWMA, Mural Committee member Lynn Kipp, State Representative Patty Kim  
 

3. Artist	Nathaniel	puts	the	finishing	touches	on	the	Paxtang	mural.	

l

2

3

5Upcoming Events
Thursday, April 9th | 9:00AM
Red Lion Hotel
4751 Lindle Ave

For future dates, times and locations please refer 
to the Swatara Township Police Department  
Facebook page.

The Swatara Twp Police Department hosts monthly “Coffee with a Cop” meetings to provide community members an 
opportunity to sit down with the Director of Public Safety, Darrell Reider, along with other police officers from the  
department, to talk about problems or issues that come up throughout Swatara Twp and Paxtang Borough. Residents 
are encouraged to attend to stay informed about public safety and events.

PET OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES 

Keep your dog on a leash at all times when your pet 
is not on your property.  (Greenbelt Trail included)   
Note: Public location for “off leash” exercise - Kohl 
Memorial Park in Lower Paxton is the closest dog 
park. 

Clean up after your dog.  Please remember to carry 
dog waste bags when you are walking your dog as 
failure to do so could result in fines. 

Unsupervised pet(s) on your property.  (See Borough 
Ord. 659, and Pennsylvania Libre Law for specifics 
on keeping a dog outside unattended for a period of 
time, either tethered or in a cage.) 

Dogs must be annually licensed with Dauphin 
County  (padoglicense.com).  PA Law for all dogs 3 
months or older.  Register your dog with Dauphin 
County Dog License – (717) 780-6550, Dauphin 
County Treasurer’s office.     

Keep your pet healthy – proper veterinarian care 
and vaccinations.

For more information regarding pet responsibilities 
in the borough and links to County and State laws, 
please visit our website at www.Paxtang.org

RECYCLING CENTER

As you know, Paxtang Borough encourages 
Recycling by our residents and businesses!
In addition to our contracted standard curb-
side recycling service, we encourage addi-
tional recycling from our residents and busi-
nesses.  Please visit our website  for guidance 
on our drop off site of the Dauphin County 
Recycling Center, 1625 S Cameron St, Harris-
burg, PA 17104.  If you have any questions on 
what items you may place curbside for recy-
cling, please contact the borough office. 

At Dauphin County Recycling Center. You may 
drop off Electronics: TV’s, Computers, cables, 
printers, kitchen appliances and more.  Note: 
Any Items Containing Freon or Refrigerant 
Such As Refrigerators Air Conditioners, De-
humidifiers Freezer, will be charged a $20.00 
fee. Secured Document Shredding: $5.00 ea. 
For Printer Paper Box. No Medical Equipment 
(Any material that is considered or has come 
in contact with biohazard or radioactive mate-
rial is not accepted.) Please visit our website 
for a full list. 



6 Information on PAA spring events was not available 
as of the time of publication. Please visit the Art 
Association website at: www.paxtangart.com or call 
Nick Feher (717) 545-7336 or Jane McCutcheon 
(717) 652-264 for more information on class times 
and offerings.
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Life is just better when we live amongst the trees.... 
National Arbor Day Association

Everyone is welcome at the Paxtang Shade Tree 
Commission (STC) meeting on Wednesday, February 
22 at 7PM at the Borough Building.  On the agenda 
will be approval of trees to be planted in April and 
planning for Arbor Day, Friday, April 28 at Paxtang 
Elementary School.  Also there will be discussion 
of some trees needing removal, plans for annual 
inspection, and pruning of borough trees.

Paxtang received a Trees for Tomorrow grant of 
$5,000 from the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay to 

Paxtang Leaves
Notes from the       Shade Tree Commission

help with preventive maintenance of shade trees, 
and the Borough will be recognized as a Tree City for 
the 29th year in 2017!  
People who want to honor family or friends while 
helping support the tree program can arrange to 
plant an Honors Tree or Adopt (an already present) 
tree in the Borough. 
Additional STC meetings will be held June 28, August 
23 and November 15.

For information regarding Honors Trees, Adopt-
a-tree, or other shade tree issues, please contact 
Darlene Kvaternik at 564-8177 or the Borough 
Secretary at 564-4770.

Help Wanted! 
Fire Department Seeks Volunteers
The Paxtang Fire Company is always looking for 
volunteers interested in serving their community. 
Please contact the Borough Office if you wish to 
help. Besides volunteering as a firefighter, there 
are always plenty 
of opportunities 
to help.  If you 
are interested or 
would like more 
information, call 
us 717-564-0520 
or just stop by the 
firehouse! We can find something for you to do!

AARP Tax Help for Older Adults
Tuesdays, February 7 through April 11 at 12:30 pm
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide volunteers will provide 
tax preparation services for low- to middle-income 
taxpayers of all ages, especially those 60 and older. Tax-
Aide volunteers are IRS trained and certified, and will 
prepare and e-file federal, state, and local income taxes. 
All services are provided free of charge. Patrons must 
call Holly Etzweiler at 717-836-2130 to register for the 
program.  
NEW! At The Library: TUMBLEBOOKS
TumbleBooks is an online library of animated talking 
books that is fun to use and helps children learn to read.  
With TumbleBooks you can choose to view and hear an 
assortment of old favorites, classic tales, and bestselling 
children’s books. It’s free.  Use your Dauphin County 
Library System card and personal Identification number 
(PIN) to access TumbleBooks. Visit dcls.org to learn more!

Programming Highlights for Kline Library:

PAXTANG ART 
ASSOCIATION 

Paxtang Leaves
Notes from the Shade Tree Commission

The Paxtang Shade Tree 
Commission will be looking at 
new trees to be planted and 
removed this year. The Com-
mission will also be conducting 
routine inspection of trees and 
ground level pruning.

A number of trees were re-
moved and trimmed this past 
year and new ones were plant-
ed. Residents can arrange to 
have an honors tree planted 
to recognize a happy event 
in the family or someone who 
has passed away. The fee of 
$250.00 includes the tree, 
plaque and certificate.

The Shade Tree Commission is 
always looking for volunteers 
to either serve on the commis-
sion or help with inspection of 
trees and ground level pruning. 
Our Volunteers help to ensure 
that we maintain our trees in 
the Borough.

Please remember to not let 
ivy grow up the trees in front 
of your residence. Ivy can kill 
otherwise healthy trees!

Please let us know if you’d like 
to have a shade tree at your 
property this spring, or if you’d 
like to arrange for an Honors 

Tree to be planted in memory 
or honor of a loved one.

The Paxtang Shade Tree Com-
mission is comprised of volun-
teers from the community who 
give their time to tend to Pax-
tang’s urban forest. Volunteer 
members maintain an inventory 
of all the trees in the Borough, 
decide which trees to plant and 
which to remove, conduct reg-
ular pruning and maintenance 
to ensure the health of the 
trees and safety of Borough 
residents.
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Borough Council Legistlative Updates
2017 Budget Approved

At the December 2016, Paxtang 
Borough Council approved the 2017 
Budget. The $1.3 million budget 
holds spending around the same 
levels as the 2016 budget and does 
not include any tax increases. Our 
contract with Swatara Township for 
Police protection helps us to control 
our costs while at the same time we 
are continuing to receive excellent 
police coverage.

While the tax rate will remain the 
same for 2017, Residents will see 
an increase in the trash collection 
fee of $25 per year which includes 
new trash and recycling toters, and 

an increase of $100 per year to the 
sewer fee based on the revised rates 
provided to the Borough by Capital 
Region Water. 

Revistions to Borough Dog 
Ordinance Considered

The Borough is in the process of 
re-drafting and updating its dog 
ordinance to ensure greater protection 
for Borough residents from potentially 
harmful dogs, to prevent dogs from 
roaming at large, and to preserve 
public health through the proper 
control and responsible ownership of 
dogs. 

If you would like to review a copy of 

the current draft proposal, please 
feel free to download a copy from 
the Borough website or stop by the 
Borough Office to review a paper copy. 
Council anticipates taking action on 
the proposed changes early in 2017.

Buyer Notification Ordinance 
Considered

In 2017 Borough Council will 
consider implementation of a 
Buyer Notification Ordinance. This 
legisislation is intended to eliminate 
the need for repeat Borough-wide 
sidewalk inspections/repairs by tying 
inspections to the sale of a property. 
Draft language will be available for 
public review later this spring.

ADVERTISE IN THE POST: 

For information on advertising in the Paxtang Post, please contact the Borough Office.  

Costs are $40 Per Issue, or 4 Issues for $140. $16o includes sponsorship recognition on 

the Borough’s web site at www.paxtang.org. 

GET IN!

2017 Paxtang Historical Society 
Events were not available at the 
time of publication. For up-to-date 
information on events for 2017, 
please visit the Society’s website 
at: 

www.paxtanghistoricalsociety.org

If you would like to join the Paxtang 
Historical Society Membership fees 
are as follows:

Individual (Annual) $5.00•	
Family (Annual) $10.00•	
Lifetime Member $50.00•	

From the Tax Collector:
2017 Business Licenses & Rental Property Licenses were mailed in 
December.  My deputy tax collector, Joe Spackman, will be helping 
to process these. January 31st is the deadline!!  Also, the 4th 
quarter of LST is due by January  31st.

After 15 years of tax collecting, I have decided to retire as of January 
17, 2017. I have enjoyed doing my job as well as meeting so many 
wonderful Paxtang residents. We’ll let someone younger take 
over!! I am looking forward to a slower pace of life. My sister keeps 
sending me books that I don’t have time to read! My grandchildren 
will be able to spend more time with their “Mim”! I will certainly 
help the new tax collector too.

-Helen Koser
 
Editor’s note: The Borough extends its sincerest thanks to Helen for 
her 15 years of service and congratulates her on her retirement!

For up-to-date information on events, please 
visit the Society’s website at:

paxtanghistoricalsociety.org

Sign up on-line or see any current member for 
additional details. Come be a part of history in 

Paxtang!

If you would like to join the Paxtang Historical 
Society Membership fees are as follows:

•	 Individual (annual) $5.00
•	 Family (Annual) $10.00

•	 Lifetime Member $50.00

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Paxton Presbyterian Church is at it again 
and ready to take on the summer with 
our Concerts in the Grove. Our summer 
concerts are open to all who enjoy 
good music and a fun time outdoors 
with your local community. Please mark 
your calendars with the schedule below 
and save the dates. We look forward 
to seeing everyone out at our concert 
events!
•	 June 27th at 7:00pm - West Shore 

Symphony Orchestra
•	 July 16th at 6:00pm - The Howlin 

Brothers
•	 August 15th at 6:00pm - Lower Paxton 

Variety Band
•	 September 12th at 5:00pm - The 

Tunesters
For any question, please contact our 
office at 717-561-0510
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DON’T FORGET A BUILDING PERMIT

Easter Egg Hunt is Canceled. 
 
Unfortunately due to the current 
coronavirus pandemic, the 2020 Easter 
Egg Hunt originally scheduled for April 
4th at Saussaman Park is canceled. 
There will not be a makeup date.

Contact Keldeen Stambaugh for 
more information about membership, 
LionKeldeen@yahoo.com

Building/Zoning Permits are 
required by law.  These regulations 
are established for your safety, 
your neighbor’s safety and future 
owners or tenants of your property. 
 
You must contact the borough 
office, to submit a permit 
application (forms available on our 
website or in the borough office), 
or if you have specific questions 
which may be directed to our 
Building Codes and Zoning Officer. 

Generally speaking, the 
following most common 
maintenance or home 
improvement projects require a 
permit: 

•	 Any structural change to your 
home interior or exterior.  This 
includes New Construction 
changing a door or window 
frame size, shape of the 
roof, closing off or opening 
of a room, front porch post 
replacement and sometimes 
repair, which supports the roof 

of the porch, deck additions or 
porch expansions. 

•	 Fences or structures on 
your property.  This could 
impact underground and/or 
stormwater runoff issues.  PA 
One calls are a MUST before 
you dig holes for fence posts or 
foundations, etc.  as you may 
be unaware of infrastructure 
(primarily to not disturb any 
gas, water or sewer lines under 
the ground) 

•	 Plumbing and Electrical work 

•	 Sidewalk changes or repairs 

The above examples are 
included, but not limited to 
permit requirement.  Please visit 
our website under https://www.
paxtang.org/buildingpermits or 
contact the borough office, for 
more information about Building 
and Zoning in the Borough of 
Paxtang, and for the Schedule of 
fees associated with the permits.
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Paxtang Historical
Society Events
PHS events are open to members 
and non-members. We hope to 
see you at one of our upcoming 
events: 

DECEMBER OUTING: 
The Paxtang Historical Society 
will once again sponsor a special 
December outing to a local historical 
site. Details about the trip will be 
available on the PHS website at 
paxtanghistoricalsociety.org. 

If you would like to join PHS, 
Membership fees are as follows: 
Individual (Annual) $5.00, Family 
(Annual) $10.00, Lifetime Member 
$50.00.  

A limited number of Paxtang 
Commemorative Books are still 
available. This project has been 
a true labor of love, and tells the 
stories of Paxtang’s first 100 years 
in both photos and stories drawn 
from oral histories of Paxtang 
Residents.  We also still have 
several Paxtang Centennial items 
including yard flags, t-shirts, bags, 
and even Christmas ornaments 
available. See any PHS member 
to place an order. Stay tuned for 
the second volume of Paxtang 
Memories coming soon!

Winter Storm Deicing:
Impacting our Waterways
Max Shradley - Borough Engineer

Salt and sand are two traditional 

materials used in winter maintenance 

to combat snow and ice. 

Impacts of Salt and Sand

Many people do not realize that salt 

and sand have hidden impacts that can 

detract from their overall effectiveness. 

Even when applied in relatively small 

quantities, salt can:

Deplete the oxygen supply needed • 
by aquatic animals and plants

Leach into the ground and change • 
the soil composition

Leach into the groundwater, • 
contaminating sources of drinking 

water

Deteriorate paved surfaces, • 
buildings, infrastructures, and the 

environment

Similarly, sand can:

Bury the aquatic floor life, fill in • 
habitats, and cloud the water

Erode the stream banks and • 
landscapes

Cause premature deterioration of • 
floor surfaces

Lose its effectiveness after • 
becoming embedded in snow and 

ice

Enter catch basins, storm drains, • 
and surface waters if it is not 

swept up each spring

Contribute to plugged storm • 
drains, which can cause flooding

More environmentally friendly 

alternatives to sodium chloride are 

acetates, potassium chloride, or 

magnesium chloride,.

(Source: University of Michigan)

Shirley Grunden - PHS President

TOSS IT?
~ or ~

TASTE IT?
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WHEN DOES NOT 
WASTING FOOD 
SACRIFICE SAFETY
I read this article a while back and found 

it helpful in making food safety decisions 

at home. 

Mold spots in cheese:  If a little mold • 
is on a hard cheese, just cut the moldy 

part off and eat it.   If it is on soft 

cheese, toss it.  

Condiments left in the refrigerator • 
during a power outage:  Ketchup, 

mustard, vinegar-based salad 

dressing, and similar items are very 

stable.  They may be eaten.

Open jars of pickles and olives, age • 
unknown:  if mold is seen, toss it out.

Canned foods past their “best buy” • 
dates:  These dates refer to quality, 

not safety.  Canned foods are usually 

safe for years, as long as they have 

not been exposed to extreme 

temperatures or other hazards.

Dented cans:  If there is even a small • 
puncture in the can, bacteria can enter 

the can and contaminate the product.  

Probably best to throw it out.

Sliced deli meats, several days old:  • 
After 2 to 3 days, it is best to throw 

them out.

Frozen meat, age unknown:  If it has • 

never been thawed, bacteria have no 

choice to grow.  However, the quality 

may not be very good.

I hope that this will help keep you from 

getting ill from these food items.  Please 

be careful!

Progress Report:
Bay Health Rates a “C”
Max Shradley - Borough Engineer
Scientists at the University of 

Maryland Center for Environmental 

Science (UMCES) have measured an 

improvement in Chesapeake Bay 

health, giving the estuary a “C” in its 

latest Chesapeake Bay Report Card.

Up from a “D+” in 2011, the Bay 

Health Index of 47 percent takes into 

account seven indicators of Bay health, 

including water clarity and dissolved 

oxygen; the amount of algae, nitrogen 

and phosphorous in the water; the 

abundance of underwater grasses; and 

the health of the benthic or bottom-

dwelling community. While underwater 

grasses continued to decline, the rest 

of the indicators improved in 2012. 

Storm water runoff from Paxtang homes, 

yards, and streets directly contributes to 

the long term health of the Chesapeake 

Bay.  Together we can maintain the 

momentum of improvement in this 

vital natural resource. 

What can you do to reduce runoff and 

pollution?

Test Your Soil: Test your soil to 

determine how much fertilizer your 

lawn needs (if any at all) and the best 

time to apply it. 

Reduce Polluted Runoff: Make sure your 

home’s downspouts drain onto grass or 

gravel rather than paved driveways or 

sidewalks.

Plant Trees and Shrubs: Plant more 

trees and shrubs in your yard to reduce 

erosion, capture runoff and provide 

habitat for wildlife. 

Use Safer Pesticides: Use weed and 

insect-control products that contain 

plant-derived, non-toxic ingredients.

Suzanne Yeager, RN  - Local Health Officer

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:

Graphic Design | Posters & Banners | Business Cards 

Blueprints | Wedding Invitations | Envelopes | Stamps

4790 Derry Street
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717.564.4143
www.getitnowprint.com

send orders to:
getitnow@getitnowprint.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:

Paxtang Community Wide Yard Sale 

Please join us on Saturday, June 
13 for the Paxtang community wide 
yard sale; these are free to resi-
dents. Please note that on any other 
dates, the yard sale permit fee is $10 
and can be obtained at the Borough 
Office.

GET IN!
ADVERTISE IN THE

POST:

Costs for businesses are $40 Per Issue, or 4 issues for $140. For current 
residents, costs are $20 Per Issue, or 4 issues for $70. There is a 15% 

discount for customer provided artwork. No charge for non-profit 
organizations located in the Borough or primarily serving residents.

  

Paxton Presbyterian Nursery School 
 3500 Sharon St., Harrisburg, PA 17111 

 
REGISTER NOW FOR SEPTEMBER! 

Morning Programs for 2, 3, 4 & 5 Yr. Olds! 
 

  Call 717- 561-0510  
for more information 

 
E-mail: office@paxtonchurch.org  

 www.paxtonchurch.org 
 

       A FUN PLACE TO PLAY AND LEARN ! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:

Graphic Design | Posters & Banners | Business Cards 

Blueprints | Wedding Invitations | Envelopes | Stamps

4790 Derry Street
Harrisburg, PA 17111

717.564.4143
www.getitnowprint.com

send orders to:
getitnow@getitnowprint.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS:

Lost Pet:  Jackson, Male
Missing From: 3103 Duke St since 
Dec 15th
Last Seen: On Prince St heading 
towards Greenwood St
Extremely Friendly, fluffy tail, part 
Maine Coon
Please call or text owner any time of 
day/night  
717-350-9324
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EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM
Don't miss important information. 

Visit Paxtang.org to add your cell phone, VOIP 
or other phone number to the Paxtang Borough 
Alert	system	or	call	the	borough	office. Receive 
notifications	of	important	information	for	
borough residents. 

Keep In Touch

PAXTANG
www.paxtang.org

www.facebook.com/Paxtang

Paxtang Borough @PaxtangBorough

PAXTANG BOROUGH OFFICE 
3423 Derry Street
Harrisburg, PA  17111
(717) 564-4770

Office	Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
The	first	and	third	Tuesdays	of	the	month,	we	are	
open until 6:00 p.m. 
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